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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
1. Please specify which version of the guidance is used for the current expanded criteria. 

2. Detailed clinical information of the 14 patients with LNM should include the total 

number of dissected lymph node. 3. Please specify the criteria for inclusion of indicators 

in the multivariate analysis 4. The author points out that mixed histology (tumors 

consisting of 10–90% of signet ring cells) had a marginally significant association (P = 

0.059) with the risk of LNM. Can the proportion of signet ring cells be divided in more 

detail, such as 10-50%, 50-90%, >90%  ? 5. The number of patients with LNM in only 14, 

and he conclusions of this paper need to be verified by larger sample data. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The author present an evaluation of ESD in EGC-UD, it is quite interesting that they find 

EGC-UD may have relatively higher LNM rate, which may lead to poor prognosis due 

to the flaws of ESD. This article is well-organized, and of great importance. Howerver, 

the author needs to solve some problomes, here is may concerns: 1) Only 14 patients 

with LNM were used in this evaluation, more patients is needed. 2) Indepent cohorts are 

needed for confiming the findings. 3) Why choose 1:4 ratio? 4) Besides Blurring of MM, 

there are some markers for doctors to identify EGC-UD with potential LNM in ESD 

process? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The author insist that 14 patients are sufficient to identify markers for EGC-UD, which is 

not credible for clinical practice.Furthermore, I can not find the figures and tables of the 

article. Here is serveral concerns: 1) Besides of histology and clinical variables, there are 

any biomarkers for LNM identification of  EGC-UD? 2) Since all patients with LNM 

have signet ring cells, why the p-value is noly marginal significant, what is the detail 

information of matched cases? 3)Since the small sample size, the author needs to 

perform permutaion analysis by replacing the matched cases to draw reliable 

conclusion.


