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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This MS described the virus on HCC in great detail, including HBV and HCV. However, 

this MS is more like a textbook. There are 267 references cited, but most of them were 

published ten or twenty years ago, which cannot exhibit recent advances in this field.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

A very comprehensive and lengthy review of a very important topic, however it needs 

these points 1. Better division of Chapters abd sub-chapters 2. Correction of the many 

language and spelling mistakes, the most important of them is writing hepatitis B 

abbreviations as follows HBsAg, HBeAg, HBcrAg……and so on 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) exert huge effects on the health burden of the world 

because of its high mortality and poor prognosis. In this review manuscript, the authors 

have done an extensive review on viral and environmental factors contributing to HCC 

occurrence in patients with chronic viral hepatitis. They also summarized the 

surveillance programs recommended by international guidelines and the novel therapies 

for HBV and HCV infections on HCC incidence reduction. Although this is an 

interesting review manuscript with some new information to this research field, there 

are still some minor concerns which should be addressed before the acceptance for 

publication.  1. Authors may add some informative figures or tables to descript 

molecular pathways. 2. The abstract and core tips only mentioned HBV and HCV. In the 

main text, HDV composes a important part which has not been mentioned. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I have read the manuscript entitled “Viral hepatitis and hepatocellular carcinoma: risk 

factors, molecular pathways and clinical management” with interested, however, there 

are many topics should be included in this review to fulfil title of this manuscript 1. 

Different in molecular expression of both major viruses (hepatitis B and C) 2. Different in 

clinical manifestation and management of both HBV-, HCV-related HCC 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors reviewed the molecular pathways of HCC caused by viral factors such as 

HBV and HCV. They emphasized the surveillance programs of different viral factors 

and the effect of the novel therapies for HBV and HCV infections on HCC. This review is 

essential for the current stage of research. However, there are a few issues the authors 

should consider in a revision.  Firstly, the information about HDV is one of the parts in 

the text. However, it is not mentioned in the abstract, core tip, and conclusion. 

Considering that many reviews regarding HDV-caused HCC have been published in 

recent years (e.g., PMID: 25914778, 32039360, 34064419, etc.), combined that the authors 

have not described its mechanism in-depth, it is suggested to delete this part. If the 

authors don’t want to delete it, please add the information about HDV in the abstract, 

the core tip, and the conclusion section, and extend the mechanism of HDV.   Secondly, 

from the title, the authors will introduce the risk factors involving viral hepatitis 

associated with HCC. However, it’s not mentioned in the text. On the contrary, the 

authors focus on the environmental factors in the introduction. It is suggested to 

demonstrate the risk factors involving viral hepatitis associated with HCC.  Thirdly, in 

the text about the molecular pathway of HBV/HCV and HCC development, the authors 

introduce it according to the classification of viral proteins and different molecular 

mechanisms. It is suggested to summarize it according to one kind of logic.  Fourthly, it 

is better to add illustrators to exhibit the molecular pathways of HBV and HCV-induced 

HCC.  Fifthly, there are some spelling and grammar mistakes in the text. The authors 

need to check the whole text carefully. 

 


