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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors reported on the results of the radiomics modelling for differentiating tumor
deposits (TDs) from lymph node metastasis (LNM) in the rectal cancer patients. They
concluded that radiomics of the largest peritumoral nodule can be helpful to
differentiate tumor deposits from lymph node metastasis in the rectal cancer patients
preoperatively. This manuscript is interesting and seems to show an useful application
of radiomics. This manuscript, however, needs more explanation (minor revision) for the
performance decline when used to diagnose both TDs (+) and LNM (+) patients because
preoperative diagnosis of both positive patients is of great clinical significance. Authors
noted the discordance between the nodules used in the training cohort and mixed
groups, and small sample size of mixed group in the discussion. However, above
explanations are not enough and it would be better to add other explanations. It could be
useful to discuss whether the radiomics feature details of both positive cases are
different from those of TDs (+) and LNM (-) patients. I hope that my comments could

be helpful for both authors and readers and appreciate for the patience of editors.
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has it been evaluated whether vascular infiltration on histological examination has any
meaning? since these are lymph node deposits or metastases could correlate if the
neoplasm follows a lymphatic pathway redudant features were ranomly removed by

correlation analysis .... how were the deleted features chosen? why randomly?




