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This research work is good and very interesting. This work is technically sound. The 
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Thank you for the invitation to review the manuscript titled, “Knockdown of DDX51 

inhibited tumor growth of esophageal squamous cell carcinoma via PI3K/AKT 

pathway.” The authors investigated the effect of DDX51 on the behavior of esophageal 

squamous cell carcinoma (ESCC). The results suggest that DDX51 assists malignancy 

proliferation. Moreover, DDX51 knockdown inhibited ESCC proliferation and aided 

programmed cell death.  The article is robust, readable, and introduces a potential 

breakthrough in understanding ESCC pathophysiology and a therapeutic target. The 

paper also presents knowledge that was previously only studied in lung and breast 

cancer. I suggest ACCEPTANCE for publication after a few MINOR REVISIONS below.  

A. Introduction 1. The last two sentences of the introduction section discuss the results of 

the present study. Authors might need to place these sentences in the discussion section 

and not in the introduction section.  B. Statistical analysis 2. Authors stated that they 

used a student’s t-test and one-way analysis of variance (i.e., parametric tests). Was the 

normality test done? Depending on the normality, statistical tests might change 

(parametric versus non-parametric tests). Can authors justify that all data satisfied 

parametric tests’ assumptions? [Note: A single brief statement will address this 

comment].   C. Typos 3. The AIM statement in the ABSTRACT: There are double 

spaces between “biological” and “behavior.” Kindly delete one space. 4. The 

CONCLUSION statement of the ABSTRACT: Kindly add an “s” after the word “suggest.” 

(i.e., a simple present tense)   5. RESULTS: The last sentence of the section titled 

“DDX51 was highly expressed in ESCC tumor tissues and associated a poor prognosis in 
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