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group. In addition, liver fibrosis severity (presence and severity of cirrhosis) should be 

considered. These critical issues that could affect the findings of the meta-analysis, 

should lead to a more cautious conclusion. • The authors stated that the study search 

had been performed to July 2022; however, the pre-specified protocol (related to the link 

indicated in the material and methods section) was dated March 2022. Have the authors 

updated the search and consequently added new records?  • Although excluding 

clinical trials reported in languages other than English from meta-analyses may 

introduce bias (speech distortion). For the sake of clarity, this limitation should be 

reported for discussion. 
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