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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript reports the results of studies on the intestinal-specific effects of 

streptozotocin-induced  diabetic  and insulin-treated diabetic rats on ganglionic 

basement membrane (BM) thickness and the expression of MMP-9 and TIMP-1.  The 

results established that the onset of diabetes was associated with ganglionic BM 

thickening in ileum but not in the duodenum, and that insulin treatment prevented the 

diabetes-related thickening of the BM surrounding the ileum mesenteric ganglia. 

Moreover, these changes were reflected in a decrease in ileum MMP-9/TIMP-1 ratio.  

This is interesting and well-presented study. However, the “Abstract” section is very long 

and diffuse, and hence requires judicious shortening. There are also numerous misspelled 

words through the text, e.g., proteolitic, proximo, ileal and so on.  Furthermore, the 

section on “Materials and Methods” is too descriptive and should be reduced in volume. 

 


