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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors wrote a quite interesting review on the placenta epigenetics and gestational 

diabetes mellitus. This is generally of high interest. Following comments should be 

addressed. There are many environmental, dietary, and lifestyle factors that influence 

hormonal factors and pathogenic mechanisms including epigenetic changes in placenta. 

The authors should discuss these points; influence of those factors, eg, diet, smoking, 

alcohol, obesity, sleep, exercise, hormonal factors, etc. on placental biology and clinical 

outcome. These factors may influence molecular pathology and epigenetic changes in 

each patient differentially. There are also influences of germline genetic variations on 

epigenetics. Gene-by-environment interactions should be discussed. In these contexts, 

research on dietary / lifestyle factors, epigenetics, and personalized molecular 

biomarkers is needed for clinical outcome research. The authors should discuss 

molecular pathological epidemiology research that can investigate those factors in 

relation to epigenetic changes and disease outcomes. Molecular pathological 

epidemiology research can be a promising direction and should be discussed, eg, in Mod 

Pathol 2013; Epidemiology 2016; World J Hepatol 2016; Ann Rev Pathol 2019.  
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