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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is a well-written short commentary highlighting the importance of the nPOD program in 

advancing the translatable research of Type 1 diabetes. After briefly describing the historical 

milestones of Type 1 diabetes research, from the discovery of insulin to the development of the NOD 

mouse model, the authors discussed the potential pitfalls of the clinical trials conducted so far, which 

have resulted in no to modest impact on islet preservation. I have a few minor suggestions: 1) Can the 

authors present the major clinical trials conducted on T1D, including the treatment, major findings, 

rationales (the studies on NOD mice and reference) and the clinical results, in a tabular format?  This 

will give the readers, who are not familiar with T1D research, an overall idea why research on the 

NOD mouse model is not sufficient. 2) The authors should provide the full name of the nPOD, its 

funding agency, their website and ways to get involved. 3) The authors should give some examples 

of new findings from nPOD-supported studies, especially those that can potential cause paradigm 

changes in T1D research. This should also be done in tabular format. 4) Please revise the second last 

sentence of the first paragraph in Page 3. It is a collaborative scientific effort. Please delete “wild 
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science-fiction dream”. 5) The last sentence of the first paragraph: please specify, in more detail, how 

humanized mice can be integrated in the nPOD program for T1D research. 
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