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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The proposed manuscript entitled “Using real world data to assess cardiovascular 

outcomes of two antidiabetic treatment classes” by Stapff is a real-world analysis aiming 

to evaluate the effects of Sodium-glucose co-transporter-2 (SGLT2) inhibitors 
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(empagliflozin, dapagliflozin, and canagliflozin) (involving 46,909 patients) versus 

dipeptidyl peptidase 4 (DPP4) inhibitors (linagliptin, alogliptin, sitagliptin, saxagliptin) 

(involving 189,120 patients) on cardiovascular events, using a global federated research 

network (TriNetX) comprising data of patients predominantly from the USA. The 

obtained results from this study confirmed the results from previous randomized 

clinical trials for the cardiovascular advantages of using SGLT2 inhibitors. As the author 

noted, the character of this study has some limitations (such as non-randomized and 

retrospective design) compared to large randomized trials, but it has great advantages 

regarding time- and cost-effectiveness for analyzing big amount of data. As a peer 

reviewer, I do not have any hesitations regarding the study design, data analysis or data 

interpretation. 
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It was a very valuable work.  I thank the author for their interest in this issue to the 

forefront.  
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