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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
In this manuscript, Hao W et al. investigated the association between OPNI and RFS.

Although the results seem to be informative in clinical practice, deep investigation and
discussion is required to support the results. Several concerns are listed below;
Introduction - Although the authors introduced NLR and PLR as relevant factor for
tumor microenvironment, the association between NLR/PLR and OPNI is not clearly
described. Why the authors focused on OPNI but not NLR/PLR? Methods - “H and E
staining” would be Hematoxylin and eosin staining - Please add how the mitotic index
was assessed  Results - “A lower OPNI was associated with the primary tumor
location” Please specify the location. - Table 4. Univariate analysis; As the OPNI is
calculated from albumin and lymphocyte count, I am curious about the association
between recurrence and these factors. - About the multivariate analysis, it will be better
to check if the explanatory variables were not correlated. Discussion - Discussion about
the association of low OPNI and high recurrence is not sufficient. - Please clarify “A
low OPNI may be the result of hypoproteinemia and/or lymphopenia” - If low OPNI is
associated with recurrence, how were low albumin level alone or lymphopenia alone
related to recurrence? - OPNI is the index for nutritional status, that was revealed to be
associated with poor survival. It is not fully discussed why the authors observe
correlations between OPNI and RFS, since RFS may be determined by the factors
relevant to tumor but not the host nutritional status. - Although the authors introduced
NLR/PLR as inflammatory markers and showed the associations in univariate analysis,
discussion about these results is lacking. - The authors referred the supplementation of
branched chain amino acids to reduce tumor recurrence (ref.24), however this was done
for patients with hepatocellular carcinoma with liver cirrhosis. The authors can not

conclude with this reference that low albumin level was the reason for poor RFS in
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patients with GIST.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In the methods it would be worth detailing e.g., what the primary and secondary
outcomes of this study were. - Overall a comprehensive and detailed manuscript

suitable for publication.



