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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Authors summarized the recent literature published missing at Zhao Y et al"s paper on 

survival benefit of sirolimus in patients with liver transplantation for HCC. I strongly 

suggest to add a summary table to this Letter to the Editor. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Any specific groups of patients   Change from tacrolimus to mTor  The authors 

Ahmad F et al have reviewed literature of Sirolimus versus tacrolimus: which one is the 

best therapeutic option for patients undergoing liver transplantation for hepatocellular 

carcinoma?   The letter to the editor is in response to an article by  Zhao et al . Trends 

of rapamycin in survival benefits of liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma. 

World J Gastrointest Surg 2021; 13: 953-966 who have detailed mechanistic advantages of 

mTOR inhibitors in HCC and suggested advantages of this treatment with immuno 

therapy to prevent recurrences.   mTOR inhibitors like Rapamycin and Everolimus 

have anti proliferative actions and have been shown to improve survival in liver 

transplantation in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma in some studies, though there 

are other studies with no advantages.   The authors have reviewed the current 

literature extensively however in the conclusion leave the readers with something 

wanting more than a simple conclusion that more studies are needed to understand 

safety profile of mTOR inhibitors in comparison to tacrolimus. It might help the readers 

more if they could comment if there is evidence that some specific subgroup of patients 

will be better of on mTOR  inhibitors than tacrolimus amongst the whole group – e.g. 

patients with or without acute kidney injury or renal dysfunction as tacrolimus is 

potentially nephrotoxic, however mTOR inhibitors might delay recovery of renal tubular 

necrosis. It may be that this group of patients need to be included in the future studies of 

liver transplants for patients with hepato cellular carcinoma.   Overall the review is 

good and provides a balanced evaluation of current literature. 


