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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an observational study to quantify symptom burden and impacts, and treatment
experience, satisfaction, and preferences associated with Crohn’s perianal fistulas (CPF)
across multiple countries. The manuscript is well written. I have some comments list
below: 1. Seton placement was not included in PF-related procedures. However, seton
placement is the most common procedure in CPF patients. Many patients are very cared
about the long duration of seton placement, which greatly affect patients” quality of life.

2. The grade of CPF is not reported in the manuscript. However, the grade of CPF is
correlated with burden and satisfaction of patients. 3. The tile "Burden of illness with
Crohn’s perianal fistulas" may be modified, usually Burden of illness includes financial

and psychological burden.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

It is evident that perianal complications in Crohn's disease (CPF) significantly impact the
quality of life for patients, which is important not only from the perspective of treating
physicians but also from the patients' standpoint. CPF is known to be more common
among Asian patients. The conclusion in this paper that CPF has a greater influence on
the patient's burden of illness is not a novel one. However, understanding what aspects
patients prioritize when making treatment choices provides valuable insights from the
perspective of treating physicians. Above all, a critical concern of this study lies in how
well patients comprehended the survey questions and provided accurate responses.
Another limitation is that, compared to the clinical study of Sahnan (Treatment
Preferences in Crohn’s Disease Perianal Fistula: Patient Perspectives. Official journal of
the American College of Gastroenterology | ACG 2022; 117), this research offers less
utility in real-world decision-making within clinical practice. For instance, crucial
information regarding a patient's past or current medication history is lacking. In the
context of choosing surgery as a treatment option, not only the disease activity level of

the patient's condition but also their treatment history holds immense significance.
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Information such as whether immunomodulators or biologics were used becomes
necessary. Overall, this paper, organized and executed under the auspices of a
pharmaceutical company, is systematic and well-planned. However, it feels deficient in
terms of the information it provides to practicing physicians compared to existing

literature.
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