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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I generally support the publication of this report. However, I believe that this is a topic 

with more relevance for the surgical community and I would suggest publication in one 

of the surgical journals (e.g. WJGS). This is an interesting report describing a technique 

of back table dissection of the hepatic artery after liver procurement from a deceased 

donor. The specifics of the technique mainly involves the positioning of the liver and its 

vascular structures during graft preparation for implantation. While there is no 

technique that can supplant sound knowledge of liver's vascular anatomy and 

meticulous dissection during back table preparation, there is always value in new 

approaches that can help the surgeons minimize the risk of vascular injury.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript does not elaborate on the arterial anastomoses done at the time of 

implantation - how many arterial anastomoses was done at the time of implantation and 

whether there was any need to anastomose any one of the accessory arteries. After the 

implantation of the main hepatic artery proper if there was good pulsatile backflow in 

the accessory arteries then the accessory arteries are insignificant. However the 

methodology of identifying the accessory arteries during back-benching may 

significantly decrease the chances of injury and/or missing of a significant accessory 

artery. After reading the manuscript it seems evident that the liver allograft had three 

arteries: proper hepatic artery, accessory right hepatic artery and accessory left hepatic 

artery. The manuscript does not elaborate on the arterial anastomoses done at the time of 

implantation - how many arterial anastomoses was done at the time of implantation / 

whether there was any need to anastomose any one of the accessory arteries. 

 


