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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Summary The authors report on “EUS-guided biliary drainage with placement of
electrocautery-enhanced (ECE) lumen-apposing metal stent (LAMS) for palliation of
malignant biliary obstruction. This is an updated meta-analysis of their previous paper
(ref. 16) from 2021. That paper involved 6 studies with 270 patients whereas the current
manuscript is statistically better-powered (14 studies with 620 patients). The findings
reaffirm the utility of ECE-LAMS in relieving biliary obstruction when ERCP is not
possible. Comments 1. The last 2 decades have seen significant improvements in
techniques for biliary drainage and this remains an engaging topic for gastroenterology
and hepatology. For this reason, I think that this will continue to drive interest with the
readership. That said, the only major difference between the 2021 and current study is
the statistical power derived from the larger numbers. It would be more compelling to

have further clinical trials in this field to build up an even larger database for future
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meta-analyses. 2.There are many ‘typos’ and grammar issues in the manuscript e.g. the
last sentence in the Abstract. They should be corrected to improve the flow and

readability of the manuscript.



