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Well-written paper on a wanting subject. Comments are provided below. Introduction: "There is
an important time frame between local dehiscence of the anastomosis and clinical signs of peritonitis
and sepsis. Therefore, early detection of CAL is key. Short-term morbidity and mortality, as well as
detrimental long-term effects, such as permanent stoma, might be reduced if CAL is detected and
treated in an early phase." The first sentence (reference please, also) does not lead to the conclusion
in the second. Perhaps the third does, but this needs to be clarified. I suggest that the first two
sentences may be omitted entirely -?the message is given and obvious in the third. Results: Iam
wondering whether the authors have omitted Vignali et al 2000, who investigated the utility of
laser-doppler to predict anastomotic leakage. This reference may also be included, as ROC curve is
provided (and not only evaluation of the blood flow). Discussion: "In a yet unpublished study on
tracking of surgical site infections (SSI), van Ramshorst et al. found that protocolled tracking yields a
higher reported incidence of SSI than self-reported detection82." I suggest that this paragraph
should be omitted as the data is still not published (and peer-reviewed). '"This statement is
supported by unpublished data from our own group, showing that drain fluid can be used for
quantative measurement of Enterococcus faecalis on POD 3 and has a sensitivity for CAL of
86.7%83." This paragraph should be omitted for the same reason. This is a systematic review of
available peer-reviewed evidence, and should not incorporate non-published data, not even in the

discussion.
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This review paper is well-written and I enjoyed the paper. I think this paper is worth publishing.




