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The authors provide a comprehensive review on the relation between albumin (and other biomarkers)

and prognosis in colorectal cancer. The role of albumin is discussed. The manuscript is well

organized and well written.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript is basically well written. What I particularly like is the description and the
relationship of pathophysiological mechanisms and cancer. I do have a number questions and
remarks concerning your manuscript. It contains pretty much already known fact that it reduces the
value of a good review artical. In the part that explains the relationship of albumin and CRC, thera
are lack of informations. Authors comments that the role of pretreatment serum albumin as a
prognostic tool was demonstrated by many studies. They presented data that albumin was
independent prognostic factor for localized CRC survival in patients. It should be clarified impact
of level of albumin at specific stages of localized's disease, I or II. It should be explain in detail the
impact of preoperative albumin levels in the wound healing process or the occurrence of anastomotic
dehiscence. It is not clear distinction between whether the preoperative albumin level is equally
essential in the surgical treatment of colon and rectal cancer, respectively In advanced disease is
it remarkable that tumor size, but not the stage, is relevant to hypoalbuminemia ? No mention
was made that what kind of surgical approach ( open or laparoscopic) affects the 1 postoperative level

2



mailto:bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

BAISHIDENG PUBLISHING GROUP INC

8226 Regency Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA
> Telephone: +1-925-223-8242 Fax: +1-925-223-8243
sg‘“sh‘de“9® E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com http:/ /www.wjgnet.com

of albumin Regardless of the clinical significance globulin, it is not clear why is in the manuscript
unnecessarily given explanations? You must clearly point out that which types of long-term
survival ( overall, or 5 year survival, etc) is meant when it is said that patients with low albumin and
high globulins were associated with worse long-term survival, and the AGR was an independent
predictor of mortality in colorectal cancer. What is the value of the AGR as a prognostic marker for
predicting the chemotherapeutic response in patients with unresectable metastatic colorectal cancer
who receive palliative chemotherapy? It is known that GPS has significance as a predictor of survival
in a variety of cancers of the gastrointestinal tract, but not at all stages of disease. Among patients
with stage II, GPS was predictive of cancer-specific survival. The paper should be complemented
with a table of results from the literature. Weaknesses or deficiencies in the manuscript is quite a
bit of important informations about the significance of hypoalbuminemia in colorectal cancer
prognosis. The content of the manuscript have value for publication just in case the corrections of

the manuscript.
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