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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Number of patients and controls seems too small for significant conclusions
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Comments: The objective of the study is to compare a dipeptide- and tripeptide-based enteral
formula with a standard enteral formula for tolerance and nutritional outcomes in abdominal surgery
patients. 1. The selected patients were those who had serum albumin concentrations less than 3.0
g/dL. After treatment with WPF / PEF the level of serum albumin were still less than 3(2.70+0.30
and 2.89+0.27 g/dL, respectively. The significant decreased is not very impressive (p=0.01). Why?
2. Measurement of serum albumin, prealbumin, C-reactive protein (CRP) and total lymphocyte count
(TLC) was performed at baseline, day 5, and day 10. The authors did not give the exact time and their
measuring seemed to be different from the others which “absorption was evaluated by calculating
the area under the curve of amino acid concentration in portal vein plasma of rats for 120 min after
administration”. Please give the reason or discuss 3. What is POT ? Please define. It seems that
PepTlis involved in the absorption of di- and tri-peptides Is it possible to measure PepT1, to
reconfirm the results of serum albumin? The results showed that serum prealbumin has a trend to
increase than serum albumin. Please discuss 4. Is it worth to give PEF instead of WEF ? 7 days
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with a peptide formula rather than whole-protein formula will cost roughly $140 more and peptide
formulas seem to shorten the average ICU stay by about one day. Please discuss 5. Is it possible to

increase the number of the patients?
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