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It's a well written paper containing interesting and important clinical data. A chosen 

angle for the clinical decisions and presentation of the data encourage the readers to look 

at their own data series, systematic literature reviews and plan new clinical trials. 
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The paper reported "Seven (23%) of 31 patients with synchronous stage IV disease 

underwent resection of the primary tumor combined with local treatment of 

oligometastases. Local treatment of metastases was associated with in an overall survival 

of 37 months".The cases are few.we always see  the overall survival of stage IV disease 

was very low.we think it need more case to verity your conclusion. 
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This is a retrospective study of the outcome of intestinal type ampullary and duodenal 

carcinoma and found that local curative management led to improved survival. There 

are some minor points that deserve the author's attention. (1) AJCC TNM staging 8th 

edition has been in effect for two years. Please restage all tumors based on AJCC 8th 

edition and reanalyze the data. Since all data elements are in the path reports, this 

should not take too much time or effort. (2) The authors separated liver metastasis from 

lymph node metastasis. Are those positive lymph nodes regional or distant nodes? If 

regional nodes, the tumor would be in a lower stage than liver metastasis (stage IV). (3) 

Most regional resection/curative management was performed in one of the two 

hospitals. When comparing two different hospitals, other factors that potentially affect 

that data should be considered, such as: difference in pathological interpretation, 

difference in supporting care, multidisciplinary team, resource and infrastructure. 
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This study investigated the clinical outcome of 155 patients with DA and it-PVA, which 

is the largest reported series comparing OS for DA and it-PVA. Patients with 

oligometastases benefited from local treatment, which shows clinical significance for 

more aggressive and intensified treatment modalities in selected patients with 

oligometastases from DA and it-PVA. Of course, further prospective investigations 

would be needed. 
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