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The authors developed a nomogram predicting preoperatively lymph node metastasis in
gastric cancer. The nomogram which used the image and laboratory data could well
predict preoperative the presence of LN metastasis. 1. The author should refer to the
strength of accurate preoperative prediction of LN in GC. How to use this nomogram in
real practice? 2. This study included only the development of the prediction model. The
author had better to validate this model in another data set. 3. The positive rate of LN
differs by T stage. Predictive power of the model depends on the T stage percentage, so
the author should analyze by T stage. In addition, the clinical significance of
preoperative prediction of LN also depends on T stage. 4. Please mention how to select
the predictive factors in detail. The author chose 4 factors as factors of nomogram in
page 9, this description was not enough. 5. Please state “any other treatment” in detail in
page 6. Were the cases of endoscopic resection prior to surgery excluded? 6. Please

correct the spelling of “preoperative” (in the middle of page 6).
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The description in Materials and Methods needs to be revised to explain the

preoperative intervention more in detailed.
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Please give a convincing and scientific explanation for the choice of only CA 19-9 and

albumin for the nomogram.
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This is an important study about preoperative F-18 FDG measurement for predicting LN

metastasis.
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