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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This manuscript by Qi et al is quite interesting, well written, the findings are original
and of relevance. The methods to achieve the objectives are numerous and well
described. Minor comments: - Final concentration of DMSO employed must be
appointed. - It is recommended the introduction of a control without treatment in the
proliferation assay. - KYSE30 cells line needs lower concentration of DHTS to achieve
the same inhibition of proliferation. Please, discuss this point. - Figure 3: A and B
footnote needs improve to better understand each image. - Description of primers
employed in RT - qPCR is missing. - As the convenience of GADPH as endogenous
control in RT-PCR has been recently questioned (doi: 10.1002/pmic.201400577),
inclusion of a second loading control gene would be desirable. Major comments: -
Overall, to improve the relevance of the results obtained, it is highly recommended the
inclusion of a normal epithelial cell line (for example: Het-1A) as control in the

proliferation, cell cycle and apoptosis assays...



