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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This manuscript was well-written about the prognosis values of modified Lauren 

classification in gastric cancer, compared to differentiation grade and Lauren 

classification. The authors proposed a novel prognostic model for predicting the overall 

survival in patients who underwent the gastric cancer surgery. Statistical analyses were 

appropriately performed for comparison of AUCs between the models. However, 

Hanley and McNeil test is considered when the values of AUC are > 0.7 and it does not 

give the covariance between the two AUCs. In the present study, AUCs of three 

pathological classification (Table 3) were less than 0.7, except for 5-year overall survival 

of modified Lauren classification. Instead, Delong method or Li`s method may provide 

more exact estimation of the difference between two AUCs (references: Biometrics 

1988;44:837-45 and Stat Med 2008;27:224-42). Please consider the statistical consultation 

again.  


