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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This novel predictive model developed in this article is of interest in the field of clinical 

cancer research, which probably can be clinically applicable in the future. Generally, I 

believe the results can help clinicians further understand the prognostic role of 

mitophagy-related genes in CRC and that could be relevant and valuable in a clinical 

setting. However, there are some minor questions that the authors should address before 

publication: 1. The predictive tool showed outstanding performance in predicting 

prognosis of CRC patients. I want to know whether this tool can be applied to predict 

the therapeutic response of immunotherapy in these patients?  2. The 95%CI of AUC 

calculated in this study should be provided. 3. Though the result was vividly visualized 

in this manuscript, more detailed interpretations of how to read the nomogram should 

be made.  4. Language should be checked throughout the manuscript to avoid odd 

formulations 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors aimed to develop a mitophagy-related gene signature to predict the survival, 

immune infiltration, and chemotherapy response of CRC patients. There are, however, a 

number of problems with this study. 1. In recent studies, there have been reports that 

autophagy genes are associated with colorectal cancer. What are the advantages and 

differences between your research and theirs? 2. Why did the authors not use the TCGA 

database for analysis since their research focuses on tumors? 3. In addition to the 

training set and validation set, the authors should add at least one more cohort for the 

validation set. 4. A detailed description of the version of the R package should be 

provided. 5. There are 36 genes in the signature, but they may be too many, making it 

difficult to use in clinical practice. 6. The authors wrote in Figure 1D that the three 

clusters are clearly separated, but the 1D figure does not show them. Additionally, there 

is no obvious connection between Cluster III and early stage in the Fig.1F. 7. It is 

recommended that authors revise and polish their writing. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
1. The final screened genes should be marked in Figure S1A. 2. The authors have noticed 

the problem with the PCA graph in Figure 1D, but they have not changed the previous 

issue (Can the PCA graph in Figure 1D clearly distinguish the 3 clusters? 3. The title of 

each part of the results should be improved. 
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