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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Risk Factors, Prognostic Factors, and Nomograms for Distant Metastasis in Patients with

Diagnosed Duodenal cancer: A Population-Based Study" for consideration for

publication in “World Journal of Gastrointestinal Oncology”. The study addresses

duodenal cancer, to improve the prognosis for patients with distant metastasis (DM).

The study subject is of interest since there is a lack of studies focusing on the diagnostic

and prognostic evaluation of DM in patients with primary duodenal cancer. The

authors utilized data from the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER)

database to investigate the risk factors for DM and identify prognostic factors in patients

with duodenal cancer. They developed two novel nomograms to predict DM occurrence

and personalized prognosis for these patients. They utilized logistic and Cox regression

analyses, to identify independent risk factors for DM and determined the prognostic

factors in patients with duodenal cancer and DM. The nomograms they developed

exhibited accurate prediction capabilities, as validated by receiver operating

characteristic (ROC) curves, calibration curves, decision curve analysis (DCA), and

Kaplan-Meier (K-M) survival curves. In my view, the determinant factors for DM in
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duodenal cancer would be multi-factorial combining a number of risk factors using a

risk stratification approach. The addition of non-invasive imaging methods for example

High-Frequency Ultrasound Duodenography and Colonography could provide local

cancer tissue characterization of duodenal cancer for those most at risk of DM. The

factors identified could be stratified with each associated with an attributable risk and

relative risk. A combination of the overall risk assessment provide the likelihood of DM

as a future unwanted event. Overall the authors present an important finding that

begins the discussion of these novel approaches. It would need further work to realize

the full use in clinical evaluation of each patient with duodenal cancer.
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