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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript, ESPS #20707, reports the results of studies on the expression of p-STAT3 and VEGF
in gastric mucosa of rats subjected to MNNG administration for up to 40 days. Using a large
number of animals (120), the authors concluded that the mucosal expression of STAT3 as well as
VEGF shows significant increase in animals with dysplasia and gastric tumor, and that the VEGF
expression exhibits a positive correlation with p-STAT3. While the authors claim that the obtained
data are of major significance, the fact is that the work is mainly confirmatory, and provides no new
evidence as to the role of STAT3 in the up-regulation in VEGF expression and the etiology of
MNNG-induced gastric precancerous lesion formation and gastric cancer. Hence, the exaggerated
claims made in the “Discussion” should be tempered. Moreover, the entire manuscript needs
thorough language editing, including spelling, composition, and wedding out “newly created words,
i.e., damagement ? The method section does not provide the basis and description of how and who
conducted the reported morphological assessment. Same applies to “Extraction of gastric tissue
samples for Western Blot analysis. Which stomach segments were used and how the tissue was
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acquired ? Also, see the last sentence on page 4, 20000g 77



