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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

B?kkerink et al describe the use of macrobiopsies in the diagnosis of rectal cancer. The 

question is of relevance and the data of interest.  The authors should, however, clarify a 

few points: - It should be clarified that this is a retrospective study - Despite this is a 

retrospective analysis, it should clearly be stated whether there was a clinical protocol or 

the procedure was just depending on the physician in charge. Why where 27 patients not 

further analyzed by rigid endoscopy? Please clarify. - The title is misleading: Based on a 

retrospective analysis an overall sampling error, i.e. a sensitivity of the conventional 

biopsy cannot be assessed.  The title should be more modest (e.g. Impact of 

macrobiopsies in the histological workup of rectal neoplasms) - Ethical statement: The 

ethical statement is insufficient:  Basically, this is an interventional study which should 

have an ethical statement by an Ethical Committee (please give a reference number of 

the local EC). In addition, a reference (literature or homepage) should be given for the 

statement that “the study was exempted from informed consent according to Dutch 

regulations”. 
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