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Research methods and reporting. Authors should have prepared their manuscripts
according to manuscript type and the appropriate categories, as follows: (1) CARE
Checklist (2013) - Case report; (2) CONSORT 2010 Statement - Clinical Trials study,
Prospective study, Randomized Controlled trial, Randomized Clinical trial; (3) PRISMA
2009 Checklist - Evidence-Based Medicine, Systematic review, Meta-Analysis; (4)
STROBE Statement - Case Control study, Observational study, Retrospective Cohort
study; and (5) The ARRIVE Guidelines - Basic study. Did the author prepare the
manuscript according to the appropriate research methods and reporting? Yes 14
Ethics statements. For all manuscripts involving human studies and/or animal
experiments, author(s) must submit the related formal ethics documents that were
reviewed and approved by their local ethical review committee. Did the manuscript
meet the requirements of ethics? Yes In this manuscript, the authors investigated the
the potential of SmartFlareTM to determine time-dependent mRNA expression of CD133
and OCT4 in single living cells through differentiation. The authors found that
SmartFlareTM appears to be a reliable, easy-to-handle tool for the investigation of
CD133 and OCT4 expression in a neural stem cell model, preserving cell biological
properties in anticipation of downstream experiments. The manuscript is overall
interesting, clear and scientifically sound. I only have a minor comment on the title of
this manuscript. I think the title “SmartFlareTM is a reliable method for assessing mRNA

expression in single neural stem cells” may be more appropriate for this study.



