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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The following needs to be addressed: (1) As a review article for stem cell therapy, it is 

necessary to focus on this background and concepts, as well as some specific contents 

and latest progress on this field. (2) This manuscript detailly lists some cellular pathways 

and findings, but you do not point out the relationship between future direction and 

clinical practice.  (3) The readability of this paper is not strong enough. This article is 

too long, including lots of figures, and it is not easy to catch your highlights and main 

opinions. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Overall, the authors have done a commendable work in their manuscript, reviewing 

literature and pathogenesis/ tumorigenesis of breast cancer and various genetic 

pathways. They have also highlighted the role of stem cells in breast cancer and 

potential target for precision medicines.  However, the manuscript is extremely lengthy 

(>9000 words) and has significant redundancy.  It appears to be in a thesis format but 

needs to be converted into a review article, which appears to be the intention of the 

submission.   Ideally, the goal should be 3500-4500 words for a review article as it 

highlights major points, does justice to the title of the manuscript and is a succinct 

review of current literature on the topic. It is also important to maintain interest for the 

readership.  My recommendation is to significantly cut down on word count and 

sections that are not related to stem cells and only briefly touch upon other pathways. 

For example, micro RNA section can be significantly cut down to highlight major studies 

and their connection to stem cells rather than complete tumorigenesis. Similarly, CDKs, 

NF-kB in tumorigenesis, HER2 pathway, PI3K/Akt pathway and BRCA pathway need 

to be summarized only in a small paragraph and their role stem cell activation or 

regulation in breast cancer can be highlighted in a table format.   Pathways regulating 

cancer stem cells is beautifully highlighted in the manuscript and need to be the focus of 

the review hence the need to cut down the abovementioned sections. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The topic has been well compiled by the authors.  
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of the text. In addition, three-line table column setting should be scientific and standard. 

 


