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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a straightforward longitudinal FACS analysis on samples from patients from diagnosis
1. Were the cell
samples from the 8 patients pooled into the two groups (i.e. were all PB samples pooled and all BM

through to aplasia and cell recovery. Several issues require clarification Methods

samples pooled)? 2. Were all patients undergoing the same treatment regime ? 3. A t-test was used
but it may be more rigorous to employ a post hoc test as well. Did the authors consider this and why
did they use a t-test?
does not refer to any data in the figures

Results 4. To what figure does the first results paragraph refer? At present it
5. Likewise, a figure is not referred to in the paragraph
titled "Effect of priming with G-CSF on CD34+ cell populations". Is this figure 3? It is not clear in the
text where the data can be found.
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In this manuscript the authors studied the mobilization of CD34+ bone marrow stem cells into the

circulation in AML patients. The results show that CD34+ cells are more sensitive to chemotherapy

after priming with GM-CSF associated with an increase in CXCR4 and CD47 expression. The

resolution of flow cytometry figures are poor and the authors should provide high resolution pictures

with % positive cells in the gate/boxes. The standard deviations are very high in the histograms

(rMFI) and no % positive graphs are presented, their significance needs to be discussed or justified.




