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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a nice and timely review about the role of alternative splicing in pluripotency maintainence 

and stem cell reprogramming.  The text is coincise and provides useful information about recent 

developments for an audience  familiar with stem cell biology. However, the text does not provide 

any details of the methods to actually study alternative splicing data. The text is also very brief about 

how alternative splicing is regulated, so some of the results described might not be evident.  Since 

the review has more to do with biological mechanisms than with methodologies, perhaps the review 

would benefit from having more information about how alternative splicing is regulated and not so 

much about the technology used.  In any case, the text needs extensive work. Some sentences seem 

disconnected or incomplete, and the text does not read well in some parts. I have suggested some 

corrections (too many to enumerate here), which I have uploaded as a scanned copy. Apologies in 

advance if some of the corrections are out of place.  Besides this, there are some other things that the 

authors may consider:  Gene name convention is not clear sometimes. In some cases it is explicitly 

said whether the system is human (capitals) or mouse (lower case), but sometimes it is not clear by 

the context.  The formula in figure 2B is incorrect. The factor 2 only multiplies the skipping reads 

(#E1E2).  The review will benefit a lot if a new figure (fig. 3) could be added with an illustration of 

some of the mechanisms described in the text. Since the review focuses more on the biological aspect 

rather than the methodological aspect, these illustrative graphics will be of great value.   The 

authors use old references for some of the topics, but there are newer ones with more up-to-date data. 
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Also, the authors should indicate some references for some of the concepts mentioned. Some are 

suggested in the scanned copy.  The section about the similarity of iPSC reprogramming and ESCs is 

centered on Ohta et al. 2013, but should be more balanced with  the data presented in Han et al. 2013 

and Venables et al. 2013, which appeared around the same time, if not earlier, and provide 

complementary information. 
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