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First of all, I would like to thank authors for conducting research on this very important 

topic in the field of GI. This is an observational study involving around 60 participants, 

focusing on musculoskeletal injury in GI physicians, endoscopy nurse and technician. 

Because of following major concerns, I would reject this manuscript.  1) Author should 

have done sub-analysis involving only GI physician's musculoskeletal injury and not 

including endoscopy nurse or technician, as they are not involved in the repetitive 

torquing movements.  2) There was no aim mentioned in the introduction. 3) I would 

be interested to see the intervention to improve the ergonomics among participants, such 

as pre and post-intervention improvement 4) The survey used by authors was validated 

in previous paper? 5) The total number of participants were only 60 and physicians/ 

trainee were only 22, therefore could create sampling bias. I would prefer to see more 

participants with more sites involvement to derive meaningful conversation. 6) I would 

like to see the risk factors responsible for more musculoskeletal injuries (i.e. any 

particular behavior) among participants. Can author work on it? 
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The paper is quite well conducted but I think there are some points missing: - 

correlations between the complexity of the procedure and the musculoskeletal injuries - 

correlations between the durations of the procedure and the musculoskeletal injuries We 

know that the trainees are younger than experimented endoscopists but they are 

expected to performed longer procedures but less complex and is interesting to see how 

is the impact on musculoskeletal injuries. Also I suggest making a correlations betweend 

males and females working in endoscopy lab. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I find the idea of this study quite interesting. However, I need to notice that all of the 

subjects (endoscopists, nurses and technicians were observed together, although their 

role in the endoscopy in room is not the same (for example endoscopic procedure is 

performed only by endoscopist himself). In that case, eventual musculoskeletal injuries 

are been evaluated nonselective. On the other hand, the idea and the theme of the study 

is valuable. Much effort should be given to arrange table 1. Font and alignments issues 

in the manuscript. 
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