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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript entitled “Analysis of the Efficacy of Aluminum Phosphate Gel in 

Reducing Early Rebleeding in Cirrhotic Patients with Gastric Variceal Bleeding Treated 

with Endoscopic Histoacryl Injection Therapy” is an interesting study that compares PPI 

vs a combined treatment of PPI + Aluminum phosphate gel for early bleeding 

recurrence in patients with gastric varices treated with glue. Authors found a better 

effect of combined treatment for reducing bleeding recurrence and reduction of 

abdominal pain. The results are interesting and at first sight it may be evident te 

superiority of the combined treatment. Nevertheless, I have some concerns regarding the 

design of the study and the precision of some details of the results Major concerns 1.- I 

understood that the study was retrospective concerning the administration of glue. 

However, the administration of the treatments was prospective? 2.- The selection of 

patients for both therapeutic branches was randomly done? 3.- How many patients in 

each group were treated with beta blockers during the trial? 4.- It was not clear to me if 

PPI and APG were given simultaneously or consecutively. 5. -Why do you explain a 

reduction of abdominal pain in the combined group? Minor comments 1.- I suggest 

authors to perform a Kaplan- Meier curve for compare both groups. It would be more 

pictorial 2.- Include the hospitalization rate as a parameter of effectivity. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a single-center, retrospective study with a small sample size and its level of 

evidence is not high. However, it does demonstrate that the addition of APG 

significantly reduced the incidence of early rebleeding after EVHT compared to PPI 

alone. This is a well-written article that may have an impact on future treatment 

strategies after EVHT. (1) I recommend that the authors add their opinion in the 

Discussion section as to whether other mucosal protective agents may have a similar 

effect over APG. 
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