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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting manuscript which may provide useful clinical information to the 

readers. It may be considered to be published after the authors revise the manuscript 

based on the comments  Introduction Page 5:  Although surgical resection and liver 
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transplantation are the first-line curative treatments for HCC, local ablative techniques 

are also curative treatments in small HCC. Therefore, the sentence “For patients with 

unresectable tumors…….other locoregional treatment modalities are usually considered 

as palliative options; these include arterial catheter-based treatments, ablative techniques 

and radiation therapy.” needs to be revised.  Case report Page 6: Sorafenib is not one 

kind of immunotherapy in HCC.  Discussion Page 8: The authors described “Choi et al 

[12] reviewed the different techniques and summarized the results of radiotherapy, 

partially combined with liver transplantation, TACE and concomitant chemotherapy, for 

HCC in each tumor stage.”. However, the final conclusions from Choi et al were not 

clearly mentioned to support the following sentence” With respect to this large variety 

of data in the literature…”. Page 9: Spelling error for “Although the patient presented in 

our case report had several adverse prognostic factors, his case demonstrates…”.  

Figure Figure 1 The authors stated that “The tumor involved all three hepatic veins and 

the portal vein, compressing the inferior vena cava (Figure 1A-C).” in section of case 

report page 5. The authors should provide additional MRI pictures to clearly show 

tumor thrombi in what branch or branches of portal vein. Moreover, the authors also 

need to provide clear pictures of tumor thrombi in 3 major hepatic veins. If there was no 

definite evidence to support HCC invasion into these vessels, the manuscript should be 

revised based on definite evidence. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Congratulations on a well documented article and on your success with the patient. I 

think external bean radiation for liver cancer is an underestimated option and has a great 

value, as more and more cases of unresectable HCC appear. My suggestion would be to 
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insert a statement regarding the full oncologic evaluation of the patients- upper and 

lower GI endoscopy, thoracic CT scan, to prove there were no other concomitant tumors. 

Also, please explain if special tests were used to determine whether the patient would 

withstand apneic oxigenation. While this method cannot be generalized without further 

clinical trials comparing radiation therapy with the other options available for HCC, 

especially sorafenib (as they both address the same tumor extension- unresectable/ 

invasive), it clearly opens new possibilities for patients with HCC.  
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