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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting paper presenting a nice overview of the potential effect of 

pre-existing psychiatric disorders on the post-transplant life of patients undergoing liver 

transplantation. Could the authors please comment on the following: a) What are the 
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limitations of the study? b) What about emergency situations (ie acute liver failure due 

to alcohol) where although there is a history of polysubstance abuse, there is no 

opportunity to obtain an adequate psychiatric evaluation. c) There is the argument that 

since it does not affect survival  (patient or graft), perhaps the issue of recidivism is not 

as much of a problem d) The authors may wish to discuss the effect of 

immunosuppressive medications on these patients e) What do the authors suggest:  not 

offer transplantation to certain patients with psychiatric disorders and if yes to which f) 

The authors may wish to discuss the proposed times for abstinence 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Article on an interesting but already much debated topic. Results consistent with the 

premises. Patients with psychosocial comorbidities also maintained the same 

comorbidities after the transplant. Transplantation has not changed the pathologies and 
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habits of patients. If they were used to polysubstance abuse, they remained. the study 

confirms many previous studies and therefore does not add anything new. Some specific 

concerns :  a)The data collected in Tab 1 are unclear. Ethiology is not distinguished by 

gender b)The psychosocial comorbidities should be better defined ,the type of treatment 

and also in relation to sex. c)In cases of recurrence, were the parameters considered only 

substance use and non-compliance or can there be other determinants attributable to the 

host or organ? d)The access date is missing in refrence 2 Ultimately the study 

methodology and data analysis is not very thorough and not sufficient to support the 

conclusions 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an important study that correlates pre-liver transplant psychiatric co-morbidity 

with post liver transplant outcome specifically related to psychiatric decompensation. 

This is also reflected in graft outcome when psychiatric disease impacts on 
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immunosuppressant compliance. The authors have demonstrated that a pre-transplant 

psychiatric diagnosis if left untreated will lead to a higher rate of decompensation of the 

psychiatric disorder in the post transplant period. The obvious conclusion is that 

attention should be given to psychiatric co-morbidity prior to transplant to improve the 

post-transplant outcomes. the authors have correctly pointed out the limitations of their 

study. 
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