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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

There is no treatment method and pathological results of these patients in this paper.
The final diagnosis needs to be determined according to the pathological results, and the
reason why the preoperative imaging diagnosis is liver cancer but the pathological
diagnosis is benign nodule should be analyzed. Only in this way can the diagnostic

value of AFP, AFP-L3, and PIVKA-II be determined.
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This study surveyed the real impact of AFP and PIVKA-II in detecting very small

HCCand found that in AFP 50.5% and in PIVKA-II 68.8% showed normal levels.
Moreover, 36.4% of the patients showed normal levels in both AFP and PIVKA-II. The
study is well written and has some clinical significance. However, some concerns should
be addressed before accepted. First, all the diagnose of HCC were detected by CT.
Treatments for HCC (such as resection) was not described. And the number of patients
with postoperative pathology was unknown. These data should be reported. Second,
only patients with single tumor were included. However, patients with small or single
HCC are always with macrovascular invasion or extrahepatic metastasis. Did these
patients excluded? Third, figure 1 and 2 should be combined together with different
colour for each line. Fourth, the conclusion in Abstract ‘surveillance with imaging
modalities, especially with magnetic resonance imaging is recommended” should be

deleted because no data about MRI was reported in their results.
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Good work.
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