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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study evaluated the safety and efficacy of Sofosbuvir plus ribavirin especially for 

elderly patients in a real-world setting.   Title: The authors used the term “elderly 

patients over 75 Years”. The authors included patients above and below 75 Years (range 

17-86). Thus, this titled is misleading and showed that the authors included only patients 

over 75 Years.   Abstract: The study aim is also focused on the elderly patients over 75 

years. It should be modified to include the comparison of patients above and below 75 

years.  The order of reporting the results is not accurate. The authors started by the 

patient’s discontinuation and ended by the SVR. The authors should reorder the 

information by reporting the SVR results then the safety results.  Introduction:    -It 

should be consistent and directly related to the topic in good writing flow. More than 60% 

of the reported data related to the ribavirin dose reduction, which was not the main core 

of this study. They did not report any information related to the study treatment 

regimen (sofosbuvir plus ribavirin) -Only 3 references in the introduction means lack of 

information  page 5, line 9: please report the other side effects of ribavirin  Methods:  

- No sample size calculation and justification was provided - the anthers conducted this 

study Between June 2015 and June 2017, why they did not include the results of 

long-term follow-up instead on only SVR12. Reporting the results of relapse or re 

infection is important.  - Study flow diagram of included patients should be provided 

as per the STROBE checklist to determine the number of screened patients, patients 

completed the study, patients discontinued, patient’s response.  - logistic regression 

analysis might be effective to determine the most important factors for SVR.    - study 

endpoint should be determined clearly in the methods    - definition of the treatment 

failure should be included.   Results: - The most important baseline chch should be 

reported in the rest of the results section.  - Treatment effectiveness should be reported 
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before the safety.  - Treatment response section should be written again to be for clear.   

Discussion: Clear and comprehensive   General: the overall manuscript is good but it 

needs careful medical writing revision. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Regarding the manuscript entitled “Real-world safety and effectiveness of sofosbuvir 

and ribavirin for elderly patients over 75 years old”, the authors evaluated the safety and 

efficacy of Sofosbuvir plus ribavirin in old age patients and they concluded that this 

combination is safe and effective in the treatment of HCV infection in elder patients. This 

manuscript is of interest but contains many problems that required substantial 

modification:   1- The title is not confirmed with the manuscript methodology. It 

should be rewritten. 2- The aim of the study is not clear and need to be related to the 

methodology used.  3- Sample size calculation is missed. 4- The introduction section 

only one side effect of ribavirin, I recommended to mention the other side effect as well 

as the side effect of sofosbuvir. 5- Also, introduction section required more references to 

provide the accurate information. 6- Organization of results section is not accurate, 

please rewrite again. 7- There are some English errors; I recommended grammar and 

typos errors revisions. 8- Figure legends should contain full explanatory data, please 

complete it 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is good study.  A study to support the drug use of elderly patients. The number of 

patients could be higher. it would be better if there were more patients 
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The manuscript has been improved. I accept all the author revisions. 

 


