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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The authors have conducted an interesting study to compare the invasiveness of the

open and laparoscopic liver resection. I have following comments regarding the

manuscript: 1. Why TSP-1 was considered as a measure of invasiveness. The authors

should provide appropriate reasons in the Introduction or Discussion along with

references as they have done for IL-6. 2. Please mention whether there is any biological

process to explain the inverse correlation between IL-6 and TSP-1. 3. The sample size of

the study is very small. Please check with the statistician whether it is meaningful to

perform multivariate analysis for such small sample size. 4. The incidence of

complications in this study was high. Please provide the details about the major and

minor complications in both the groups and compare them. 5. Please discuss whether

major complications affected the postoperative IL-6 and TSP-1 levels. 6. CRP is also an

useful marker of invasiveness. I believe that CRP along with IL-6 and TSP-1 should be

included in this study as a marker of invasiveness. 7. Why TSP-1 on POD3 and not

POD5 was used for univariate and multivariate analysis in Table 5.
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