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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

1. The title is redundant. 2. Abbreviations should be mentioned in first site for example
DCP in abstract, ALBI in results, etc. 3. Wrong or inappropriate sentence structure such
as " Pre-sarcopenia was also an independent poor prognostic factor in abstract”,
“Notably, HCV has been able to eliminate viruses in almost all cases using direct-acting
antivirals (DAAs) in introduction”, etc. 4. Core tip should be more informative about
your study. 5. On page 7, the guidelines reference should be cited. 6. On page 8, SMI
reference should be cited. 7. The 1st paragraph on page 12 is wrongly structured. 8. The
1st paragraph on page 13 has a contradictory data to the literature. 9. The discussion

should be more organised.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This manuscript is a retrospective real world clinical research, it reviewed 160
hepatocellular carcinoma patients and revealed that pre-sarcopenia and M2BPGi are
prognostic and recurrence markers for hepatocellular carcinoma without HCV infection.
Generally, it is a worthwhile and innovative clinical research. Here are some detailed
comments. First, M2BPGi has reported to be a predictive serum marker as well as
prognostic marker for hepatocellular carcinoma in various literatures. However, in this
manuscript, hepatocellular carcinoma patients was subdivided into HCV positive and
HCV negative groups, and came into a specific conclusion. It is innovative and useful for
clinical work as well. Second, it is a retrospective study with sufficient amount of
participants and sufficient follow up period. The statistical methods are rigorous. The
selection of outcomes is reasonable and practical. All these factors can contribute to a
well grounded conclusion.  Third, minor language polishing is recommended. For
example, “HCV-negative patients with primary HCC treated with RFA and lower
M2BPGi contributed to tumor recurrence and survival”. This sentence are recommended
to be changed into “lower M2BPGi contributed to lower tumor recurrence rate and

longer survival period”.




