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I need to read these two papers before making comments----could you send it in PDF to me?
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This letter spends a good bit of time on allegations of inaccuracies, but its substantive points are relatively few.
If regulatory actions were not taken, does that mean the FDA did not issue a warning or express concerns to
Herbalife? On the point about GNC, is the point really over the language used in the original report (i.e., GNC
product vs. a product sold at GNC)? Is this an egregious error? On the points about data not supporting a
contention, can the letter writer be more specific? HOW does the data representation distort the situation?

WHAT did the formal rebuttal prove?
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Drug-induced hepatotoxicity is an under-recognized, but being increasingly recognized cause of acute and
chronic liver disease. More and more new drugs, dietary/supplementary agents and herbal products are also
increasingly recognized to be hepatotoxic. The diagnosis of drug-induced hepatotoxicity is challenging, and
usually rests on combination of findings of abnormal liver tests, clinical symptoms, medication history
(prescriptions, over-the-counter medications, dietary/supplementary agents and herbal products), and/or
pathologic manifestations.  The letter to the editor from the authors of Herbalife argued the incorrect citation
and classification of Herbalife in the abstract and introduction of a case report (Senadhi V, et al) published in
WJH (2012), though the case report of the liver injury case was not caused by Herbalife itself. The authors from
Herbalife thought the incorrect citation/information is misleading. Liver is the central organ in the metabolism
and detoxification of virtually every foreign substance including drugs and toxins, which places the liver with
higher risk than other organs to toxic damage. The authors of Herbalife mentioned how their product is different
from other products in the current market. However, the authors are recommended to mention briefly many
cases of liver injury are caused by other dietary/supplementary products and how they assure their products are
safe. It is recommended to mention briefly if there are any cases of liver injury are really caused by Herbalife
and if there is/are, how to explain? It is also recommended to delete “very” in the letter’ s first sentence of last
paragraph. I would also like to recommend to change the tile to “A misinformation regarding herbalife”. The
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letter to the editor from herbalife is recommended for publication after minor revision, and it is recommended
the authors (Senadhi V, et al) of case report published in WJH (2012) should also wright a reply to this letter

and publish together.
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Drug-induced hepatotoxicity is an under-recognized, but being increasingly recognized cause of acute and
chronic liver disease. More and more new drugs, dietary/supplementary agents and herbal products are also
increasingly recognized to be hepatotoxic. The diagnosis of drug-induced hepatotoxicity is challenging, and
usually rests on combination of findings of abnormal liver tests, clinical symptoms, medication history
(prescriptions, over-the-counter medications, dietary/supplementary agents and herbal products), and/or
pathologic manifestations.  The letter to the editor from the authors of Herbalife argued the incorrect citation
and classification of Herbalife in the abstract and introduction of a case report (Senadhi V, et al) published in
WJH (2012), though the case report of the liver injury case was not caused by Herbalife itself. The authors from
Herbalife thought the incorrect citation/information is misleading. Liver is the central organ in the metabolism
and detoxification of virtually every foreign substance including drugs and toxins, which places the liver with
higher risk than other organs to toxic damage. The authors of Herbalife mentioned how their product is different
from other products in the current market. However, the authors are recommended to mention briefly many
cases of liver injury are caused by other dietary/supplementary products and how they assure their products are
safe. It is recommended to mention briefly if there are any cases of liver injury are really caused by Herbalife
and if there is/are, how to explain? It is also recommended to delete “very” in the letter’ s first sentence of last
paragraph. I would also like to recommend to change the tile to “A misinformation regarding herbalife”. The
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letter to the editor from herbalife is recommended for publication after minor revision, and it is recommended
the authors (Senadhi V, et al) of case report published in WJH (2012) should also wright a reply to this letter

and publish together.



