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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This retrospective study, examining HCC in cirrhosis, is well written, clear, and appropriately 

analysed. It also answers an important clinical question. There are a few minor improvements that 

could be made - for instance in the demongraphics table, could any further details of the cohort's liver 

disease severity be given, or number of deaths (if applicable). Did the AATD patients have any 

significant lung disease?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors report the incidence of HCC in patients with cirrhosis or ESLD secondary to A1ATD and 

referred for liver transplantation. This is a retrospective study that also includes a control group of 

subjects with the same characteristics of disease but due to different causes. GENERAL COMMENTS: 

Although the results seem to be in conflict with those of previous studies and the natural bias of  a 

retrospective study, the information provided may be useful for discussion and to stimulate further 

studies. The number of patients with A1ATD/HCC is very small (only 4 cases) but some additional 

data can improve the quality of the paper.   Authors should indicate how was made the diagnosis 

of HCC and to provide, if possible, the following additional informations: 1. concomitant etiologies in 

patients with A1ATD/HCC were excluded? 2. age comparison of A1ATD patients with and without 

HCC; 3. age comparison of HCC patients with or without A1ATD; 4. AFP values of HCC patients 

with or without A1ATD; 5. differences in macroscopic appearance (mono-focal, bi-focal, multi-focal, 

infiltrative) of HCC patients with or without A1ATD; 6. difference in BCLC stadium of HCC patients 

with or without A1ATD. 
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