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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

General comments: In the paper “Immunology of hepatocellular carcinoma” Sachdeva et al.
discussed the role of various immune cells, cytokines and chemokine-receptor axis in pathogenesis
and progression of hepatocellular carcinoma. The theme is interesting and important, given the fact
that the review papers on the role of the immune system in hepatocellular carcinoma are still rare.
Major Comments: 1. Abstract, Introduction and Conclusion chapters include a number of
unnecessary data on the treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma (if we bear in mind the title of the
paper). 2. Literature data regarding the role of different cells and molecules in hepatocellular
carcinoma were presented separately. It is better to show them at the same time (for example, making
a synthesis for the role of T cells and molecules produced by them or associated with their function).
3. The chapter on the role of cytokines in immunology of hepatocellular carcinoma includes the
literature data for a few cytokines (IL-10, IL-6, IL-2, IL-37 and IL-22), while other cytokines (for
example: TNF-alpha or IL-1beta) were not discussed. It is better to divide the cytokines into the
groups (Th1 type, Th2 type,...) and to show the literature data for them. 4. A table showing the cited
literature data (cells of innate immune system, adaptive immune system, cytokines and chemokines)
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would be helpful. 5. After the role of cells of innate and adaptive immune system, and selected,
individual cytokines and chemokines, the authors discussed the role of stem cells in hepatocellular
carcinoma. Although these data are interesting, they are outside of scope of the paper (Immunology
of hepatocellular carcinoma).
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors provided a comprehensive overview of the various immune factors involved in HCC.
Specific comments: 1. Major language editing by a professional editor is highly recommended to
correct awkward sentence structures, to make it more pleasant for readers, and to make it easier to
understand the authors' meanings. There are also several typographical and grammatical errors
throughout the text (for example, "ads" should be "adds" on page 16, last paragraph of Concluding
remarks). 2. In general, the reference should be cited after the first statement referring to it. On page
10, second paragraph, the first sentence needs a reference ("Recent studies have shown.... in case of
HCC" - need reference here). If the reference #58 is the correct reference, it should appear after this
tirst sentence and not at the end of the paragraph. This rule applies to other paragraphs as well, so
authors should double check. 3. This review will have greater impact if authors can also discuss any
gaps in existing knowledge that should be addressed, and what are some of the approaches that may
be used to target these immune dysregulations for the benefit of HCC management. 4. It will also
help the readers if authors can make a table listing the various immune factors, their roles in HCC,
and the appropriate citations.
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This is an excellent review of the Immunology of HCC, which is a rapidly evolving field. The paper is

succinct and covers many immune signaling pathways.

Several minor points: 1. A table after the

figure summarizing which immune signaling pathways are increased vs decreased in HCC would be

very helpful for the reader. 2. page 3, "evasion" should be "invasion"
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In the present review article, Sachdeva et al. summarize the current knowledge on the alterations

occurring in the immune system along hepatocarcinogenesis. This an excellent review article, clearly

describing the aberrant regulation of immune cells, the cytokine network involved, and the possible

pro-oncogenic consequences of these alterations. The important scientific contributions on the field

are properly cited. Few, minor issues should be addressed by the authors to further improve the

strength of the present review article: 1. The English used is generally correct; however, the text

should be improved possibly with the help of a scientific writer. 2. For the sake of clarity, few tables

should be added to the review article in which summarizing the main alterations in innate immunity,

acquired immunity, and the cytokine/chemokine networks.




