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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The review described the role of TCM in prevention and treatment of HCC. This topic is potentially
interesting but the content appears not sufficiently sound, the paper too long and without a good
structure. First of all the authors fail to clearly describe the basis of TCM investigated. The
manuscript is very difficult to read for people who do not know these types of TCM interventions
and literature data are too frequently not objectively analyzed. Many references are papers
published in China that I haven’t found in PubMed home or other library. Moreover, the first part of
the review is a mere list of herbal formula without specific and objective information about the
experimental results in animal models or in humans. Evidences about the pathological status of the
patients in relation to TCM treatments are often lacking. A lot of acronyms are not specified in the
text. The part of the review where molecular mechanisms of TCM are described is sounder, but it
appears to be poor organized again. Tables 1 and 3 could be more informative with the insertion of
humans or animal models used. Table 2 could be more informative adding the histopathological
feature of HCC and number of patients treated. As an example of a more comprehensive paper, the
authors can read the review of Xu W, Yang G, Xu 'Y, Zhang Q, Fu Q, Yu ], Yu M, Zhao W, Yang Z, Hu
F, Han D, Wang X. The possibility of traditional Chinese medicine as maintenance therapy for
advanced nonsmall cell lung cancer. Evid Based Complement Alternat Med. 2014;2014:278917. doi:
10.1155/2014/278917. Epub 2014 Aug 4.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this review, the authors described about traditional Chinese medicines for prevention and
treatment of hepatocarcinoma. Literature survey has extensively conducted with sufficient references
and relevant molecular insight into hepatocarcinoma has also been reviewed. This review is timely
considering importnace of alternative therapy for hepatocarcinoma. Some minor issues should be
clarified before considering a possible publication in this journal. 1. Many herbal forma are noted in
Chinese (e.g. Ren-shen-bie-jia-jian) and many references are papers that were written in Chinese,
which are not familiar to the general readers in this area. 2. The main goal of this review should be
stated at the end of Abstract and introduction. 3. Three Tables contain broad spectra of herbal
formula for the therapy of hepatocarcinoma. However, this review may have high impact if the
authors show schematic sketch on molecular effects of herbal medicines on multi-component of them
and multi-targets in the therapy of hepatocarcinoma.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The author described the effect of TCM in hepatocarconoma. This article is well-written and has a
significant value, but the reviewer points out the several concerns below. 1) The authors described
the effect of TCM on each cellular physiology. But in most of the examples, it is not clear which
compounds in TCM are effective, what target proteins are critical for the effect, what is the mode of
action for modulating the cellular physiology related with the carcinogenesis. Description these
points, if possible, would greatly improve the clarity of the article. 2) How the compounds in TCM
specifically affect hepatocarconoma, but not other cancers? It is important to describe this point for
each example. 3) What are advantages and disadvantages of TCM over the anti-cancer drugs
frequently used? 4) Major causative agents for developing hepatocellular carcinoma are the chronic
infection of HBV and HCV. It would be nice to mention about the effect of TCM on HBV and HCV
infection.




