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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript by Wei et al. analyzed how many Chinese physicians mostly belonging to the high
grade hospitals adhered to the guidelines of prevention and treatment of chronic hepatitis B 2010
version. This survey indicates that education of the guidelines among the Chinese physicians has
been propagated more effectively than when studied in 2012 (ref. 13, 14). This manuscript can be
published even without the data of deep analysis (p. 9, 1. 4-10) which are not described anywhere in
the manuscript. This manuscript should be revised also for non Chinese-speaking audiences who are
not familiar with Chinese medical system. 1. It would be better to briefly explain the Chinese
medical system for non Chinese-speaking audiences: The classification of hospitals (the definition of
grade I to III hospitals) and cities (tier I to V) which samples belong to. 2. Are there any difference
between physicians working in grade I, II and III hospitals? (p. 8, . 6-8) 3. The gender difference is
mentioned (p. 9, 1. 20-22, table 1), but it is not clear if it is important because the gender proportion of
Chinese physician or the randomly selected samples were not indicated. 4. Interpretation of Fig. 4
is difficult for the reviewer to understand. Particularly, the 3rd paragraph in p. 10 (I. 10-19) is
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confusing. Its discussion in p. 13 1. 21-25 is also confusing. Do Chinese physicians tend to use
antivirals while not recommended by the 2010 guidelines? This paragraph contains mistyping to be
corrected (1 x 104 copies/ mL and 1 x 105 copies/ mL). 5. The authors speculated the reason why
adherence to the guidelines was the lowest in Northwest China might be the disproportion of
samples from there: large number of residents and low of chief physicians (p. 12, 1. 8-11). This reason
should be analyzed statistically, but not speculated. 6. Mistyping should be corrected (1 x 104
copies/ mL) (p. 13, 1 23). 7. The title should be “Treating chronic hepatitis B virus in China.
Chinese physicians” awareness of the 2010 guidelines.”
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