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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear colleagues, Your manuscript “Polymorphisms of folate metabolism genes in patients with
cirrhosis and Hepatocellular Carcinoma” is an interesting study touches upon actual field of
Hepatology. Manuscript should be accepted after minor revision. My remarks are following: ?
Consideration of alcohol consumers, as “those who drink more than 4 drinks weekly, corresponding
30 mL of liquor, 102 mL of wine, and 340 mL of beer” is could be point of speculation. Current
definitions “safe drinking” depend on gender and age, consumption during the meal, “binge
drinking” etc. are more appropriate, than term “alcohol consumers” ? In paragraph “Statistical
analysis” you mentioned, that the association between the clinical parameters (as far as I understand,
besides clinical stages by BCLC also alpha fetoprotein, hepatitis B and C, diabetes mellitus and death)
and polymorphisms with HCC development were also analysed by multiple logistic regression. But
in “Results” paragraph there is not precise information about influence of all clinical parameters by
results of multiple logistic regression, just one sentences “There was no association in the multiple
logistic regression analysis of the analysed clinical parameters and polymorphisms in patients with
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HCC stratified into tumours in stages 0 and A, and tumours in stages B, C and D, according to the
BCLC criteria” with Table 6. It will be better to noticed results of multiple regression with alpha
fetoprotein, hepatitis B and C, diabetes mellitus and death in separate sentences or table. ? In
“Discussion” paragraph data of two studies (Varela et al. and Raphe et al.) about prevalence of
different stages of HCC according to BCLC is meaningless. Thank you for understanding. Best
regards
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The idea of the study is good and interesting, however it should be clearly stated the message from
this study regarding only to show the relation of folate metabolism gene. What is the impact in
clinical practice? Why folate metabolism gene is very important other than possible factor?



mailto:bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

