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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

ESPS Manuscript NO: 20449 Title: Clinical criteria at birth predictive of the severity of gastroschisis 

Comments: The authors showed that the predictive factor of babies with gastroschisis is intestinal 

atresia by analysing 60 babies with gastroschisis.  If possible, please add the decision criteria of 

starting nasogastric milk feeding or weaning TPN with or without surgery.  Minor points On page 5: 

We performed a retrospective review of all children born with GS in our hospital over an six-year 

period. Because the authors describe the study from January 2000 to December 2007, it might be 

better “over eight-year period” than “six-year.”
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Congratulations for the paper . I would have liked to know the evolution of the children's series to 

date, not only perinatal complications , they would enable you to draw some interesting conclusions . 

Despite the great work done , the conclusions do not differ from those of other authors.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Mr. de Buys Roessingh,  thanks for your submitted study – an interesting topic. Positive aspect 

is the large number of cases with Gastroschisis in a single-center study in a period of 8 years. I would 

like to note critical the following points: ? The title accurately reflect the topic of the study, but 

expectations were not met. ? The abstract is a good summery of the study. ? The result of the study is 

unfortunately nothing new. A longer period of hospitalization and longer duration of TPN are to be 

expected in gastroschisis with associated intestinal anomalies, especially in atresia.  ? In my opinion 

the rate of bowel inflammation is a bit large and it is not objectively determine the severity 

intraoperatively and is highly dependent on surgeon. In summery – in consideration of the current 

guidelines and international literature - I have to say that I can advocate the publication of this study, 

because it is a good summery but there is no new result. 
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