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I have read with a great interest the paper ( gastrointestinal symptoms in acromegaly). I 

have some major comments regarding the methodology of the study.  1. The cases 

group is extremely small to come out with conclusion. This studybetter be performed as 

a multi-center and international. 2. The cases are under treatment of somatostatin which 

definitly can contribute to the GI symptoms. This is a major bias and I couldn't find any 

attention to this point in the nethods or results sections. 3. the controls are still from the 

hospital with pain after fracures. Most of them are under analgesias? after surgeries? 

This is very problematic control group. 4. Patient's and controls demographics ae 

extremely poor. 6. medication list is extremely poor. 7. Quationnares used are validated 

in your population? 8. how did you referred controls ? it was unclear from the 

manuscript if you actively intreviewed controls for symptoms / ROME criteria? I think 

the methodology should be much more improved. 
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The authors collected data from patients with a confirmed diagnosis of acromegaly to 

evaluate the frequency, type and burden of abdominal symptoms in comparison with a 

control group who were healthy participants recruited from the local fracture clinic. 

Data analysis was carried out using Microsoft Excel and IBM SPSS v 25. The results 

show that upper and lower Functional Gastrointestinal Tract Disorders are significantly 

more prevalent in patients with acromegaly compared with healthy age and sex 

matched controls. Functional Constipation is the most commonly reported problem. As 

the authors said this is a first case control study of its kind showing a high prevalence of 

Functional gastrointestinal disorders affecting both the upper and lower gastrointestinal 

tract in patients who have a diagnosis of Acromegaly.  

 


