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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In the presented study the differences in family history and clinical outcomes among individuals
residing in China and the US were investigated with a survey-based cross-sectional study. It was
found that the prevalence of family history of IBD was significantly lower in China. Crohn's disease
is caused by a combination of environmental, immune and bacterial factors in genetically susceptible
individuals, and about half of the overall risk is related to genetics in western countries. Although
the study is well designed and conducted, it can be more valuable if the questions below are
answered. 1-Although age at diagnosis of CD is similar in two groups, there is no information
about actual ages of the patients. 2-Duration of disease at time of survey is lower in Chinese patients.
It is known that more patients need surgical intervention as the disease duration prolongs. Half of
CD patients will require surgery for the disease at some point over a ten-year period. So, it would be
valuable to know what is the percentage of patients who had surgery during the first 10 years after
diagnosis of CD in the US? Is it possible to say that Chinese patients needs surgery in younger ages
compared to American patients? 3-It would be very valuable information that if it could be possible
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to know if there is difference between Chinese Americans and Americans of other ethnic origin.
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It seems quite interesting to present such epidemiological difference between patients but the study

needs to be more balanced




