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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors reported the acute coronary syndrome (ACS) accompanied with coronary artery ectasis 

(CAE) in a young male cocaine user. This case report is interesting, but there are several problems to 

be solved.  1) According to the figures 2, CAE did not seem to be severe. The authors provide 

angiographic information such as the size of catheter and the dose of contrast medium per each 

injection. Furthermore, the authors should provide the maximum coronary artery diameter at CAE 

on right and left coronary arteries.   2) There are many factors responsible for CAE, and 

hypertension is thought to be one of them. The patient had marked hypertension and left ventricular 

hypertrophy, indicating the persistent hypertension. Is it possible that CAE in the present case was 

due to the persistent hypertension.  3) Not only the presence of CAE caused ACS. The authors 

should comment on the other causes of ACS such as coronary thrombosis or coronary spasm in the 

present case.  4) The authors showed the values of matrix methalloproteinases plasm concentrations 

and their tissue inhibitors in the present case. The authors should provide the normal range of these 

values. Furthermore, I could not know how these values vary in patients without CAE, or in patients 
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with hypertension, or in patients with ACS. If possible, the authors had better provide such 

information.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors presented a case report in which they demonstrated the potential association of cocain 

abuse, expression of MMP's and coronary ectasia. Since this is only a case report without control 

group, I advice the authors to be very careful in drawing strong conclusions from these data. Please 

modify.  In addition, what are the normal/reference values for MMP's and their tissue inhibitors? 

Please add. Please polish English language in order to improve readability.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I suggest to add the normal values of metalloproteinases plasma concentrations for reference. It 

would be interesting to know if you measured pro-thrombotic activity level. If not, I suggest to 

comment it as a limitation of the report. 
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