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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Mallis P et al present in their current manuscript the mesenchymal stromal cell delivery 

as a potential therapeutic strategy against COVID-19. The presented study lacks the 

novelty, pioneering and in-depth molecular investigation levels. At the same time, I 

think the author lacks the rigor and objectivity of scientific researchers. This article is not 

for consideration of publication in the World Journal of Stem Cells. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

- The title seems, for me, a little confusing. The contrast between Advances  … and  … 

Preliminary creates a strange combination, although there are many articles on this topic 

that can be found by searching on literature databases. The subject is exciting and  

comprises valuable data regarding COVID-19   Accurate data provided regarding 

COVID-19 incidence for a specific time are irrelevant in the article's subject development, 

giving the pandemic evolution and many other factors. Few general remarks are 

sufficient, and more detailed data can be obtained from dedicated platforms.  In the 

abstract is stated that morbidity is less than 6%. However, in the above paragraph, 

mortality is indicated at the same level. Therefore, it is necessary to be clarified this 

aspect.  The explanatory link between the characterization of MSCs and their use as a 

cell therapy for COVID-19 need a more detailed argumentation given the intense 

attention they receive from many researchers in their articles, as stated above: over 80 

clinical trials for COVID-19 and as also sustained by the authors: "interplay between 

MSCs and hyper-stimulated immune cells in COVID-19 patients has not been 

satisfactorily explained."  " Cytokine storm" is a dominant paradigm in explaining the 

pathogenesis of SARS-CoV-2 infection. However, it remains unclear to me if MSCs can 

calm this turbulent immunological imbalance that can deteriorate the internal 

homeostasis of the patient's body. On this fundament, haw are acting these cells, what 

they are doing and what are their functional limits in reducing or calming the earlier 

mentioned " Cytokine storm"?  It was great to read, understand, and evaluate this 

high-level, scientifically challenging article with a high-performance experimental 

design. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript Mallis P et al. entitled "Advances in Mesenchymal Stromal Cell delivery 

as a potential therapeutic strategy against COVID-19: Preliminary evidence from in vitro 

results" is well-written, with proper methods and interesting results.  Altough the 

authors highlighted that this is a preliminaty finding, and the potential for the 

anti-inflammatory effects, and prevention the overactivation of the immune responses 

by Mesenchymal Stromal Cell in COVID-19, the authors should explore more the 

possible implications of this findings to the treatments of SARS-CoV-2-infected 

individuals. The authors should disccuss more the importance of this treatment, delivery 

routes of treatment, or the treatment should be performed in vitro and cells transfered to 

the sick person, etc. 

 


