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In this article, some aspects of tumor biology in a subset of breast tumors (i.e estrogen receptor 

positive breast cancer) are presented. This article however, is not clinically relevant and thus it cannot 

be accepted for publication in its present form.  The author may find the following comments 

helpful for his/her future work.  As the author mentions in the Abstract and the Introduction, there 

are four major molecular categories of breast cancer. However, these four categories are not those 

presented by the author. According to world experts, who meet every two years in the St Gallen 

International Expert Consensus on the Primary Therapy of Breast cancer, the four widely accepted 

breast cancer “intrinsic” subtypes, are the following: a) Luminal A, b) Luminal B, c) HER-2 

over-expressing (HER2-positive), and d) basal like (see the recent reports by Goldhirsch A et al. 2013 

and Coates AS et al. 2015 - both articles in Annals of Oncology). Furthermore, it is not only Ki-67 and 

multigene assays that differentiate these subtypes from one another.  In this article, some aspects of 

tumor biology in a subset of breast tumors (i.e estrogen receptor positive breast cancer) are presented. 

This article however, is not clinically relevant and thus it cannot be accepted for publication in its 
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present form. The author may find the following comments helpful for his/her future work. As the 

author mentions in the Abstract and the Introduction, there are four major molecular categories of 

breast cancer. However, these four categories are not those presented by the author. According to 

world experts, who meet every two years in the St Gallen International Expert Consensus on the 

Primary Therapy of Breast cancer, the four widely accepted breast cancer “intrinsic” subtypes, are the 

following: a) Luminal A, b) Luminal B, c) HER-2 over-expressing (HER2-positive), and d) basal like 

(see the recent reports by Goldhirsch A et al. 2013 and Coates AS et al. 2015 - both articles in Annals 

of Oncology). Furthermore, it is not only Ki-67 and multigene assays that differentiate these subtypes 

from one another. At the end of the Introduction, the author states that “biological differences, … in 

ER-positive, HER2-negative breast cancer between pre- and postmenopausal women are discussed.” 

However, the title does not contain this information, i.e. that the article focuses on HER2 negative 

disease.
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The author provided an interesting review of progesterone receptor and ki67 status in ER positive 

breast cancer, and concluded that they might have clinical role in pre and postmenopausal women. 

As the risk differ in pre and postmenopausal women, the mechanism of development between them 

could be different. It is well written.  
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