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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Kondo et al. reviewed the current status of lymph node dissection (LND) in upper tract urothelial
carcinoma (UTUC) patients underwent radical nephroureterectomy (RNU). They have a lot of
experience in this field and in fact they up-dated their surgical outcome in the review paper. The
review article is written in a clear manner. Other minor comments are listed below. 1) The authors
described that LND could have therapeutic benefit in UTUC patients underwent RNU. On the
contrary, especially in renal pelvic cancer, LND could reduce local recurrence and might improve
cancer specific survival. The reviewer recommends to overview the therapeutic benefit of LND
especially in ureteral tumor. 2) The difference of mode and complication of LND between
transperitoneally and intraperitoneally need to be discussed in detail. 3) The reviewer agrees with
the survival benefit of LND in patients with advanced UTUC. On the other hand, urothelial cancer
has chemo-sensitive, then survival improvement in advanced UTUC is due to not only template LND
but also adjuvant chemotherapy. The authors need to discuss this point. 4) The authors introduced
that three guidelines are currently available for UTUC. As now another guideline from Japanese
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Urological Association (Evidenced-based clinical practice guideline for upper tract urothelial
carcinoma (summary--Japanese Urological Association, 2014 edition)., Oya M, Kikuchi E; Committee
for Establishment of Clinical Practice Guideline for Management of Upper Tract Urothelial
Carcinoma; Japanese Urological Association. Int J Urol. 2015 Jan;22(1):3-13.) is also available, the

reviewer could refer the guideline.
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